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Broken SQL
A scan of all views, stored procedures, functions, and triggers — identifying those that

reference missing columns, dropped tables, or otherwise fail to validate.

Who WHO IT IS FOR

Developers and DBAs who need to know which programmable objects stopped

working after a schema change.

What WHAT IT DOES

Broken SQL validates every view, procedure, function, and trigger against the live

schema and surfaces the ones that no longer compile, with the failing object and

the reason shown side by side.

When WHEN TO USE IT

Run it after altering or dropping columns and tables, after a deployment, or before a

release — to catch compile failures before users do.

Where WHERE TO FIND IT

The Broken SQL tab is on the main top tab bar (a Pro feature). Start Validation runs

the scan; problems are listed with their status and error text.

Why WHY IT MATTERS

A column rename can silently break a dozen objects. Catching them in one scan

avoids late-night emergency fixes and embarrassing production failures.



S C R E E N S H O T

McSaver Search — Broken SQL

Broken SQL as shown on mcsavertechnologies.com

💡 Tip of the Day 28 tips

Every Tip of the Day for this tab — open them in the app from the lightbulb icon.

VALUE Run Broken SQL validation after schema changes to instantly find every proc, view, and

function that broke — catching compile errors before they reach production and avoiding

late-night emergency fixes.

OVERVIEW Broken SQL validation tests every stored procedure, view, function, trigger, and constraint by

executing ALTER statements inside rolled-back ADO.NET transactions — no changes are

persisted.

ACTION Click the blue "Start Validation" button to load and test every SQL object; the same button

switches to "Stop Validation" while a run is in progress.

LIMITATION Encrypted stored procedures, views, and functions cannot be validated and are marked as

"Encrypted" in the Status / Error column.

FILTER "Show only problems" is checked by default — uncheck it to see all validated objects

including those that passed.

NAVIGATION Click any row to load that object's full source code into the SQL editor panel below the results

grid.



SELECTION Clicking a row also toggles its selection — the running selection count appears at the far right

of the toolbar.

CLIPBOARD Right-click any cell to copy its content to the clipboard — the Validation SQL column copies

the full SQL, not the truncated preview.

COLUMN The Validation SQL column shows the exact ALTER statement that was executed inside the

rolled-back transaction to test the object.

COLUMN The results grid has six columns — #, Type, Schema, Name, Validation SQL, and Status / Error.

SAFETY Each validation runs inside an ADO.NET transaction that is always rolled back — your

database objects are never modified during a run.

VISUAL Broken objects show yellow bold text on an amber background in the Status / Error column

— hover over the status to read the full error message.

PROGRESS The progress bar, percentage, and "Validating X / Y..." text show real-time progress — click

"Stop Validation" at any time to halt the run.

FEATURE When a run finishes, the toolbar shows a summary counting Failed, Encrypted, Successful,

and Total objects.

FEATURE The "(N problems)" badge in the toolbar updates live as broken objects are found during

validation.

DETECTION Stored procedures that reference missing tables, columns, or other objects are flagged as

broken with the specific SQL Server error.

DETECTION Views that reference deleted columns or tables fail validation — the error message tells you

exactly which object is missing.

DETECTION Functions that have parameter type mismatches or reference non-existent objects are

detected and reported with the inner error message.

DETECTION Triggers attached to tables that have been structurally modified may fail validation — check

the error for column or constraint references.

TECHNIQUE Computed columns, check constraints, and defaults are validated by dropping and re-adding

them inside the rolled-back transaction.

CLARIFICATION The status "OK" means the object compiled successfully — it does not guarantee runtime

correctness or that queries return expected results.

CLARIFICATION Objects shown as "???" could not be processed for validation — typically the definition

could not be converted to an ALTER statement.

CONCEPT While a run is in progress, pending rows show "..." in the Status / Error column until each

object has been checked.

ACTION Select one or more broken rows and click "Drop Selected ..." to generate DROP scripts for

review in a separate window.

WORKFLOW The Drop Selected window wraps all DROP statements in a BEGIN/COMMIT TRANSACTION —

review the editable SQL, then click "Execute DROP" to actually remove the objects.



CLARIFICATION Drop Selected only acts on broken rows — if your selection contains no broken objects, a

toast tells you nothing will be dropped.

EXPORT The camera icon captures a screenshot of the Broken SQL tab and opens the export folder so

you can grab the saved image.

NAVIGATION The tip icon opens a random tip about using the Broken SQL tab.
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