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Query
A full SQL editor — write, run, cancel, and tune any SQL statement or batch, review every

result set, and see how SQL Server executes it.

Pro tier. The Query window, including Query History, is a Pro feature; Base users see an upgrade prompt instead.

Who WHO IT IS FOR

Users comfortable with SQL who want a fast editor for ad-hoc statements, scripts,

stored-procedure work, and query tuning.

What WHAT IT DOES

The Query window has a syntax-highlighted SQL editor with line numbers on top

and a tabbed results pane below, separated by a draggable splitter. Click Execute or

press F5 to run the whole script, or only the selected text; Cancel stops a running

query on the server. Scripts split on GO run as separate batches, each result set gets

its own “Results #” tab, and the Messages tab numbers each batch’s output. Use a

variable you never declared, such as @Address, and Execute prompts for its value

instead of failing; after a successful prompted run you can choose Add to write the

matching DECLARE lines into the script. Plan shows the estimated plan without

running anything, and Actual runs the SQL inside a transaction that is always rolled

back to measure each operator’s real time and rows (it asks first if the SQL changes

data). Either produces a plan grid with the two costliest operators coloured red and

orange, a Suggestions tab listing up to five ways to make the SQL faster with SQL to

try, a Missing indexes tab with CREATE INDEX statements to review, and an SSMS-

style plan diagram you can save as a .sqlplan file; clicking a plan row, suggestion, or

diagram box bookmarks the editor lines it came from. 🕘 History lists every query

and search run against the database so you can load one back. The Custom SQL

dropdown is your personal query library — save, load, delete, export, and import

named queries. Each result tab can be charted, exported to CSV, Excel, JSON, TSV,

Markdown, or HTML (or copied to the clipboard), filtered or sorted by clicking a

column header, and formatted by right-clicking a Date, DateTime, or numeric

header.



When WHEN TO USE IT

Use it for ad-hoc exploration, debugging stored procedures, testing schema

changes, running one-off administrative scripts, or finding out why a query is slow.

Where WHERE TO FIND IT

Open it from the Query ... button at the top right of the database window. The

toolbar runs left to right: Execute, Plan, Actual, Cancel, the Results toggle (show or

hide the results pane), the Custom SQL dropdown with its add and delete icons, 🕘

History, then Find, Replace, Word Wrap, Save SQL (to a .sql file), Compare (against the

last SQL you ran), export and import of your Custom SQL library, the connection icon,

the camera icon, and the lightbulb Tip of the Day. Result, plan, and Messages tabs sit

along the top of the results pane, with the export and chart icons at its right when a

result tab with rows is active; a status bar with a spinner and row counts runs along

the bottom. Paste with Ctrl+V — right-click paste is not available.

Why WHY IT MATTERS

Sometimes the fastest path is to type the SQL. The Query window gives you a proper

editor, results you can chart and export, and a plan analyser that points at the slow

part of a query, without leaving McSaver Search.



S C R E E N S H O T S

McSaver Search — Query

Execute: the Searcher’s query run in the Query window, with its result set on the Results #1 tab.
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Plan: the estimated plan, compiled without running anything; the two costliest operators are coloured in Op %.
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Actual: the query ran inside a transaction that was rolled back, with Own ms, Elapsed ms, CPU ms and Actual Rows per

operator.
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Click a plan row to bookmark the editor lines it came from (line 8 here).
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Missing indexes: the index SQL Server asked for, with a CREATE INDEX statement to review.
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Suggestions: ways to make the query faster, ranked by their share of the run time, each with SQL to try and a Copy button.
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The actual plan diagram, drawn the way SSMS draws it; the selected Hash Match bookmarks lines 5 and 6.

💡 Tip of the Day 49 tips

Every Tip of the Day for this tab — open them in the app from the lightbulb icon.

VALUE Write and execute any SQL statement with syntax highlighting, multi-result-set support, and

a built-in query library — all without leaving the app.

OVERVIEW The Query window pairs a full SQL editor on top with a tabbed results pane below, connected

by a draggable splitter so you can balance editing and output space.

ACTION Click Execute (or press F5) to run the SQL in the editor; if text is selected, only the selection

runs — otherwise the entire editor content executes.

ACTION Toggle the Results button to show or hide the results pane below the editor.

NAVIGATION Use the Custom SQL dropdown to load a previously saved query into the editor.

ACTION Click the Add Custom SQL icon to save the current editor contents under a name you choose,

adding it to your personal query library.

ACTION Click the Delete Custom SQL icon to remove the currently selected saved query from your

library.

ACTION Click the Find icon to search for text within the editor; click Replace to find and replace.



ACTION Toggle Word Wrap to control whether long lines wrap or scroll horizontally in the editor.

EXPORT Click the Save SQL icon to write the current editor contents to a .sql file on disk.

ACTION Click the Compare icon to diff the current editor text against the last SQL you executed, so

you can see what changed.

ACTION Click Export Custom SQLs to save your entire query library to a file for backup or sharing with

a colleague.

ACTION Click Import Custom SQLs to load a previously exported query library file back into the editor.

ACTION Click the Connection icon to switch which database the Query window runs against without

closing the window.

EXPORT Click the camera icon to capture a screenshot of the Query window; it saves to your export

folder and opens that folder automatically.

VISUAL The status bar at the bottom shows execution progress and row counts; an activity spinner

appears while a query is running.

FEATURE Results appear in tabs — each result set from a batch gets its own tab, and a Messages tab

shows print output and error messages.

FEATURE Every query you execute is recorded to a shared SQL Change Log — the same log the Table

Editor and Finder feed — opened from the Show SQL Log icon in the database window

header.

TECHNIQUE Write multiple statements separated by GO to execute them as separate batches, each

producing its own result tab.

FEATURE The editor uses a monospace font (Consolas) with line numbers and a dark theme for

comfortable reading.

FEATURE The Query window is a Pro feature — without a Pro license you will see an upgrade prompt

instead.

FEATURE Paste SQL into the editor with the keyboard (Ctrl+V, or Cmd+V on macOS) — right-click paste

is not available, so the keyboard shortcut is the paste path.

ACTION Click the chart icon on the results tab bar to open the focused result set in the interactive

chart window, where you pick the axes and plotting operation; it appears only when a result

tab with rows is active.

EXPORT Click the export icon on the results tab bar to save the focused result set — the options popup

offers CSV, Excel, JSON, TSV, Markdown, and HTML, and exports the full result set rather than

only the on-screen rows.

EXPORT Check "Export to Clipboard" in the export popup to copy the result set instead of saving a file;

Excel is copied as tab-separated text, so it pastes straight into Excel or Sheets as cells.

TECHNIQUE Right-click a Date, DateTime, or Numeric column header in the results grid to pick a display

format for that column; it re-renders the column and is display-only, leaving the query and

data untouched.



FILTER Click a column header in the results grid to open the Filter/Sort popup and filter or sort that

result set by the column; it only changes what is shown, and the header's ≡▲▼ marker tells

you a filter or sort is active.

FEATURE When a script split on GO runs, the Messages tab numbers each batch's output — "1.", "2.", and

so on — so you can tell which batch printed what; a batch that returns no result sets reads

"Commands completed successfully."

PERFORMANCE Each result tab builds its grid the first time you open it and keeps it, so switching back and

forth between result tabs is instant.

FEATURE Use a variable you never declare — for example WHERE x = @Address — and Execute asks for

its value before running, instead of failing with "Must declare the scalar variable"; SQL Server

works out which variables are undeclared without running anything.

TECHNIQUE At a variable prompt, a whole number is sent as bigint and a decimal as decimal; wrap the

value in 'quotes' to send it as text (useful for zip codes like '00123'), or type NULL for a null.

Anything else is sent as text.

VISUAL After a run that prompted for variables, the values used are listed at the top of the Messages

tab, and the next run pre-fills each prompt with the value you entered last time.

WORKFLOW After a prompted run succeeds, choose Add to write matching DECLARE lines at the top of

the script so it runs without prompting next time — use Compare to see exactly what was

added.

FEATURE If adding a foreign key fails because existing rows break it, click "Show offending rows" in the

error to open a Query window pre-filled with, and already running, a SELECT of exactly the

blocking child rows.

ACTION Click Cancel beside Execute to stop a running query on the server; closing the window also

cancels it.

FEATURE Click 🕘 History on the toolbar to see every query and search run against this database —

newest first, with when, from where, the outcome, rows and time; Load SQL puts it in the

editor, and Copy SQL, Delete and Clear all tidy the list. Viewing history is Pro; it is recorded on

every tier.

PERFORMANCE Click Plan to see the estimated plan without running anything — SQL Server only compiles

the SQL (or your selection) and the Estimated plan tab lists every operator, root first, with

its cost and the editor lines it came from.

PERFORMANCE Click Actual to measure the SQL for real: it runs inside a transaction that is always rolled

back and shows each operator's Own ms, Elapsed ms, CPU ms and Actual Rows next to

the estimates; it asks first if the SQL changes data or schema.

SAFETY If a script commits its own transaction, Actual stops at that batch and says so in Messages —

the rollback can't undo work the script already committed.

VISUAL In a plan grid the two costliest operators of each statement are coloured — red, then orange

— in the Op % column (estimated) or Own ms column (actual); hover the cell to see its rank.

NAVIGATION Click a row in a plan or Missing indexes tab to bookmark the editor lines it came from, so you

can see exactly which join, filter or ORDER BY the operator belongs to.



FEATURE The Suggestions tab lists up to five ways to make the SQL faster — missing indexes, filters that

can't seek (LIKE '%…', functions on a column), key lookups, sorts, tempdb spills, implicit

conversions, bad row estimates and more — ranked by the share of time or cost each

accounts for.

ACTION Each Suggestions card explains why the plan points to the fix and gives SQL to try with a

Copy button; click the card to bookmark the editor lines it is about.

FEATURE The Missing indexes tab shows the indexes SQL Server wished it had, each with a CREATE

INDEX statement to review — check it against your existing indexes before you run it.

VISUAL The plan diagram tab draws each statement the way SSMS does: boxes show the operator,

object and cost (plus time and actual-of-estimated rows for an actual plan), arrows thicken

with the rows they carry, and the two costliest boxes are coloured. Click a box to bookmark its

lines; hover for details.

EXPORT Click Save as .sqlplan on the plan diagram to save every statement's plan in one file and open

it in SSMS as a graphical plan.

TECHNIQUE Plan a CREATE or ALTER PROCEDURE and you get the plan of its body — parameters are

declared for you — and a CREATE or ALTER VIEW is planned as its SELECT; Messages notes

when this happens.

CLARIFICATION Plan and Actual need the SHOWPLAN permission; if your login lacks it, the error tells you

the GRANT SHOWPLAN to ask your DBA for.

ACTION Click the empty space below a short script to put the caret after the last character; Shift+click

there extends the selection to the end.
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